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Presidents Message 
Frank Smith/President 

 
We had a great time at the May 
meeting which was held at Franz 
& Melba’s house in Auburn. As 
usual, Franz had his yard looking 
lush and green and full of color. It 
was a real treat to go to Auburn 
again and the weather was very 
accommodating. 
 

We had guests that joined our meeting from the Reno and 
Sparks area. They were from the Sagebrush Chapter and 
drove their Studebakers down from Nevada. Their Chap-
ter is considering doing the 2015 or 2016 Zone Meet. 
Maybe they will have the event at another casino! The last 
one they held was in Boomtown in 2005 and it was a 
great meet. There was lots of positive feedback and our 
Chapter had a great time. 

 

We had another surprise at the meet-
ing. Bob Foster brought Amy Foster 
to the meeting (no relation). Thank 
you Bob, it was great to visit with Amy 
again. Amy also brought Clarence’s 
collection of Turning Wheels and old 
newsletters to donate to our club. If 
you are interested in any of these, 
contact Art Smith. Thanks again, to 

Franz and Melba for hosting another nice May meeting. 
  

Karel Staple Chapter broke a club record this month with 
5 new members. Three of which were at the Auburn 
meeting. I would like to thank our members for getting the 
“Studebaker word” out to the public and recruiting new 
members. 
 

June’s meeting will be on a Saturday, June 22nd. We will 
be meeting at the Black Bear Diner in Suisun at 10:30 am. 
We are meeting a little early so we can make the 1:00 
tour at the Budweiser Plant in Fairfield. Directions will be 
in the newsletter. Dean will be unable to make the meet-
ing, so I will be hosting the meeting for June. Thanks 
Dean for setting up this meeting and we will miss you ter-
ribly! If you have any questions, give me a call at: 707-738
-0456.  See you there! 
 

Happy Motoring, 
Frank 

 

Dixon May Fair Car Show 
Story By: Jon Stalnaker/Editor 

I was already considering opting out of the May Fair parade 
this year when I got a call from Jim Goodland asking me if I 
was going to show my Studes at the May Fair’s first car 
show. How could I resist so Jim and I got together to dis-
play three quarters of Dixon’s Studebakers. 
 

I usually have 
kids and grand-
kids that drive up 
to Dixon for the 
day so this year 
we set up the 
Studebakers at 
the fairgrounds 
and got to watch 
the whole pa-
rade. Jim came 
by the house 
early so we got 
to park them all 
together. The car 
show was limited to 60 cars, so with 3 Studebakers we to-
taled 5%. When was the last time you visited a car show 
that had 5% representation of Studebakers. 
 

My son Jon Jr, his son Jesse and daughter Lilly came up 
as well as my granddaughter and SDC/Karel Staple mem-
ber Sydney Hubbel. Sydney did not drive her Studebaker 
this time though. Sydney being the talented photographer 

that she is, was handed my 
camera so she could do her 
magic. All of the photos in this 
article are courtesy of her vi-
sion. (except the one I took of 
her taking pics) 
 

BTW, My bullet nose received 
a second place ribbon for “Kids 
Favorite” car. Our cars were 
parked in a prominent location, 
right on the entry pathway into 
the grounds. 
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KSC May 2013 Meeting Minutes 
Provided by: Darlene McClure, Secretary 

 
Date:  Sunday, May 19, 2013 
Location:  Home of Franz and Melba Spycher, Auburn, CA 
Attendance:    41 Attendees, with 14 Studebakers driven 
 

New Members:  We welcomed four new club members includ-
ing Citrus Heights resident Bob Blackburn who brings his 1951 
pickup to the club, John Martin of Auburn adds his red bullet 
nose to our club collection and Len and Kathy Cook bring their 1955 President.  Thank you to our guests from Nevada, 
Larry and Mary Schnell who brought their 1964 Daytona and Doug Van Pool who drove his 1957 Hawk.  Thanks for join-
ing us! 
 

President’s Report:  A motion was made and seconded to give a $70 Trophy donation to 
the Colorado Chapter for the upcoming International meet in Colorado Springs. If anyone is 
interested in joining a caravan to CO, contact Pat Dilling or Lou Van Anne as they are plan-
ning to leave on June 28th.  
 

Our next meeting is Saturday, June 22nd. Meet Dean Sumptner at the Black Bear Restau-
rant in Suisun at 10:30 am and caravan to the Budweiser Plant in Fairfield for a scheduled 
1:00 pm tour. (more information on pg 6) 
 

Our Chapter is sponsoring the 2014 Zone Meet which will be held in May at the Lions Gate 
Hotel & Conference Center at McClellan Business Park.  See Johna or Johanna if you 
would like to volunteer for a committee. 
 

We still need Donations and Raffle prizes for the Zone Meet.   
 

Vice Presidents report: Johna distributed new club business cards with our club website 
and contact information.   
 

Thanks to everyone who attended the Raymond Loewy Presentation at the CAM. 
 

Discussion was brought up to add Trinity College to our Scholarship funding next year.  A 
motion was made by Johna and seconded. 
 

Treasurer’s Report:  The club checking account balance was stated before deductions for this month’s acceptable do-
nations. 
 

Misc Announcements:   
The 'Starr Quilt Project' raised $421 to aid “projects for education” and children in foster care.  A motion was made by 
Linda Bernard to award the money to the Foster care children and Johna seconded. Monthly 50/50 drawing in the 
amount of $68 was won by Jeff McClure. Franz and Melba raffled off one of their collectible hubcaps and the door prize 
was collected by new member John Martin.   
 

T-shirt and/or Polo shirt design ideas are needed for the 2014 Zone Meet.  Send Johna or Johanna your designs for con-
sideration.  
 

Our July meeting will be held Saturday, July 20th at the Jimmy Doolittle Air and Space Museum at Travis AFB.  A sign-up 
sheet was passed around and will again be available at the June meeting.  Please send your names and date of birth for 
anyone that may attend to Johanna or Frank if you will be attending the July meeting, but may miss the June meeting.  
We currently have 24 guests signed up for the tour. 
 

A donation of $125 was given in support of ACCC. Agreement was determined to donate $35 for the Pacific Southwest 
Zone Meet in Phoenix, AZ. A donation will be made to the Studebaker Museum in Indiana in loving memory of our mem-
ber Bruce Andersen.  Our prayers go out to his wife Darlene and son, 

Rick Andersen. 
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Looking Back to the Future—Raymond Loewy at the CAM 
By Johna Pierce 

 

The California Auto Museum presented a showing of the documentary Looking 
Back to the Future: Raymond Loewy. Filmed over a two year period, this PBS 
documentary follows the legendary industrial designer to his offices in London, 
Paris and New York, and to his home in Palm Springs. Along the way Raymond 
Loewy shares his dreams, challenges and successes, and his design process.  
 

Prior to the film, Sacramento Art Deco Society board member Bruce Marwick 
presented a brief presentation on Raymond Loewy’s seven decade career.  
Bruce did a thorough job explaining Loewy’s contributions as an industrial de-
signer. Bruce showed images of 
many famous Loewy designs, 
including the 1936 Coldspot re-
frigerator, the 1953 Greyhound 
ScenicCruiser, and the 1963 
Studebaker Avanti. Bruce also 
explained the unique personality 
traits that contributed to Loewy’s 
success as a designer. In his 
words, “Loewy had incredible 
marketing skills, a unique ability to 
stay ahead of design styles and a 
huge ego.” 
 

Adding color to the evening were 
vintage Studebakers that were on 
display . The cars were shown by members of the Karel Staple chapter Stude-
baker Drivers Club of Northern California and the Avanti Club. I would like to 
thank Art & Debra Smith for Displaying their beautiful Avanti inside CAM.  We 

had a nice turn out of Avanti's &  Studebakers. The CAM even had 2 buses 
from the Loewy time period. Finally, the evening included a presentation of vin-
tage auto ephemera from the collection of Alden Jewel. 
 

Again, Thank you for driving to Sacramento on a Thursday evening!  
We hope to have the presentation at our Zone meet May 2014. 
 

 

Welcome New Members 
  

Bob Blackburn 
Citrus Heights, CA 
1951 Pickup 
  

Lynn Cook 
Auburn, CA 
1955 President Hardtop 
  

John Martin 
Auburn, CA 
1950 Starlight Coupe 
  

Jon Mircetich 
Southern Trinity  
High School Education 
Ferndale, CA 
ref by: Johna Pierce 
  

Dan Shepherd 
Pennsboro, WV 
ref: Brian Challenger 
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Southern Trinity High School Loves Studebakers! 
Story By: Jon Mircetich 

 
Southern Trinity High School is located 60 miles east of Fortuna Ca. and 150 miles west of Red Bluff Ca.  It is a kinder-
garten through 12th grade public school with a total of 86 students, of those 86, 23 are in the high school.  Three years 
ago I, the shop teacher, saw a need to re-institute the auto, metal end of the program and got the students to rally 
around the idea.  A year of building picnic tables to raise money and purchasing rudimentary tools, we got busy on a 
1959 Dodge D200 pick up.  That school year we created a rat rod we all could be proud of, enough so the students 
wanted to take it to Kool April Nights in Redding Ca. 
 

While at Kool April Nights we had the great fortune of meeting Johna and Rick Pierce at the Cruze.  Well, the five stu-
dents that built the truck made quite an impression on Johna and Rick and they quickly became fans of the program and 
students.  One thing led to another and a whirlwind ensued with the very generous assistance of Johna and Rick.  Johna 
and Rick got busy contacting friends, business associates, and Studebaker lovers.  Within a few short weeks the kids 
were invited to be on the widely popular Sacramento based show “The Car Czar” and tools, necessities, and parts were 
quickly donated to the program, with Johna and Rick being instrumental in the operation. 
 

This popularity was unknown to a school 60 miles from the nearest town and, as the teacher; I was over whelmed with 
the generosity.  But the greatest thing to come to the students and the program was the donation of a 1959 2 door Lark 
Wagon, “Tallulah”, by Johna and Rick.  The students and I arrived at the Pierce home to take delivery of the wagon. The 
students were overcome with the “coolness” of the car, and within the five hour trip home they all had a vision of what 
they wanted to create. And that was the end of April.  In the meantime, Johna rounded up another Stude sedan and 327 
for the project. 
 

A month down the road and the students have stripped Tallulah, sanded and primed the exterior, removed the engine 
and transmission, installed a Turner front disc brake kit, lowered the suspension two inches and are even willing to work 
on it over the summer.  This kind of excitement is unheard of and I am very proud of the students.  Sophmore Justin 
Green says; “This thing is so cool, I am so excited to see it evolve”.  Sophmore Oven Stillwell claims; “I never heard of a 
Studebaker, but after looking through a few Turning Wheels I am excited to learn where they came from.” 
 

The ideas that are fueling the build is to create a daily driver / shop car for the 
school.  The students will be installing a 327 and possibly T5 transmission.  
They will also be re-doing the interior and according to Junior Tristen Harper, 
“a wicked paint job”. 
  

Beginning in September, the students assigned to the project will be writing 
monthly updates for our readers.  They hopefully will learn a bit about Stude-
bakers as they read Hawk Talks and Turning Wheels!  Please stay tuned, and 
if you would like to make a donation to our program, please contact: 
 
Jon Mircetich 
(707)574-6239 
jmircetich@tcoek12.org 

Mid-Century Modern Home Tour 
By: Jason Michaels 

 

There were a few dozen mid-century cars at the Sacramento Executive 
Airport as part of the 2013 Mid-Century Modern Home Tour. From Harley 
Earl designs, to a Citroen, to some really wonderful American converti-
bles. There were two Studebakers in attendance: "Doc," our 1950 Cham-
pion, as well as a modified 1950 Starlight Coupe whose owner inquired 

about the club. I emailed him the Hawk Talks website address and hope to hear from 
him soon. His name was Dave and he said that he'd met Steve Wilkie at a Hotsy-
sponsored Studebaker event some time ago. The Mid-Century fans had lots of ques-
tions about the Bourke/Loewy nose-cone design. If you're interested in the Mid-
Century Modern Home Tour and car show, go to either http://
sacmcmhometour.blogspot.com/ and/or https://www.facebook.com/SacMod. 
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2013 NorCal  Misc. Car Shows & Events 

Provided by Jeff McClure  (updated 5/20/13) 
 

If there is a car show/event that you would like to get listed in Hawk Talks, just email me at darlene-
jeff@sbcglobal.net.  Be sure the date of your event does not conflict with our monthly gatherings.  
Lastly, if you know you are going to a particular event, call or email one of the Chapter Officers so 
we can garner as much interest as possible and participate as a group with several Studebakers. 
 

Every Wednesday:  2013 Cruise-In, at Raley’s/Smash Burger, 705 E. Bidwell in Folsom. 
Note- this is a new location from past years.  5-9pm  Free!  Music, food, awards. 
 

June 9, Sun.  14th Annual Hot Rod Reunion-Woodland Street Cruisers, at Yolo County Fairgrounds, 
$20 pre-reg.  www.woodlandstreetcruisers.com or 530-662-3814 
 

July 20, Sat.  10th Annual Down Syndrome & Fisher House Car Show, at Taylor’s Restaurunt Loo-
mis, $20 pre-reg, 916-315-3394 
 

Aug 3, Sat, 5th Annual CAM Car Cruise, registration info coming soon. 
 

Aug 17, Sat. Graffitti Night on Sutter Street, at Historic Folsom, Live Music, raffle, vendors. 
$25 pre-reg.  www.capcruz.com or 916-988-6376 
 

Sept 21, Sat, 1st Annual Hot Rod Expo, at Dixon Fairgrounds, $30 pre-reg. Awards, music, food. 
www.vandrmotorsports.com or 707-678-1882 
 

Sept 21, Sat.  20th Annual Hot Chili & Cool Cars, in Downtown Rocklin on Pacific St. 
Registration info coming soon. 

Directions to This Month’s Meeting 
By: Dean Sumpter 

 
I checked out the Black Bear Diner last Sunday and the food and por-
tions were very good. A little on the pricey side, I thought. The manager 
had us down for 10:30 and we'll sit outside on the patio, if weather is bad 
he has a room inside though it might be tight for 40 folks. He is suppos-
edly putting together a special menu of about 10 items or so,  the most 
popular breakfast and lunch items. He did say if someone insists on 
something else from the menu that it is okay too. It's easier and faster if 
they offer a limited menu. 
 

The restaurant is next to the McDonalds which is directly on the corner of 
Sunset Ave. and HWY 12. You go through the McDonalds parking lot to 
get to Black Bear. 
 

The good news for me (but sort of bad news) is that I start a new position 
at work on the 18th of June and my schedule will be Tuesday through 
Saturday, which means I won't be able to show up for my own meet. I've 
been waiting since October for this job change and of course it starts on 
a weekend I had something planned. 
 

Frank Smith has stepped up to get folks over to the Bud plant. Directions 
from Black Bear; 
 

Leaving Black Bear Diner, get back on Hwy 12 west. Take ramp (exit) toward I80 east Sacramento/Fairfield Auto Mall/
Chadbourne Rd. Turn left onto Chadbourrne Rd then a right onto Busch Drive. The plant entrance will be on the left side 
of the road. 
 

Thanks             Dean 
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KSC CALENDER of Events 2013 
 

 
 

Saturday, June 22rd – Suisun - Meet at Black Bear Restaurant in Suisun at 10:30 am and caravan to the 
Budweiser Plant in Fairfield for a 1:00 tour. Host: Dean Sumptner 916-753-6003. 
 

June 30th through July 6th – 49th International Meet in Colorado Springs, CO. Check Turning Wheels 
for more info. 
 

Saturday, July 20th – Fairfield - Pot luck/social at Jimmy Dootlittle Air Museum at Travis AFB at 11:00 am. 
    Host is Mike Shaw, phone: 707-217-7170 for more information.  
 

Sunday, August 11th – Napa social/potluck. 2140 Coronado Ave., Napa, CA. Arrive at 11:00 am. Hosts: 
Frank & Johanna Smith 707-255-5108. All are welcome! 
 

Saturday, August 17th – Napa Main Street Reunion Car Show, downtown Napa 9 to 3. 
 

Saturday, September 14th – International Drive Your Studebaker Day. Join us for a fun run or do your 
own thing. Just drive your Studebaker today. 
 

Sunday, Sept 22nd – Sacramento Annual Auction/potluck. 1129 Weber Way Sacramento, CA. Arrive 11:00 
am. Hosts: Rick & Johna Pierce 916-442-5984. Meeting will include our annual auction. Bring Studebaker and 
car related items. Proceeds of the auction go to scholarship fund. All are welcome! 
 

October 11th through 13th – Pacific Southwest Zone Meet, Phoenix Arizona 
 

Sunday, Oct 20th – Granzella’s Restaurant - 451 6th St., Williams, CA. Arrive at 11:00 am.  
Host: Steve Rainville 916-729-8569. All are welcome! 
 

Sunday, Nov 17th – West Sacramento – Elk Horn Grill, 18398 Old River Rd, W. Sacramento 
Hosts: Rick & Johna Pierce 916-442-5984. 11am. All are welcome! 
 

Sunday, Dec 8th –  Annual Xmas Party. Olivehurst, 4074 Mary Ave. Arrive at 11:00 am for social/potluck. Call Pat 
Dilling for more information at 530-743-4176.  Bring a white elephant gift to exchange.  
 

Note: All underlined dates are monthly Karel Staple Chapter events. 

 
 

Lou Van Anne and Pat Dilling Lead the Way! 

ALL: Earlier in the year some of us discussed a Karel Staple Chap-
ter caravan to Colorado Springs. This week Pat Dilling and I took 
the bull by the horns and decided to go ahead and lead the effort. 
We will leave the Sacramento area Friday morning June 28th spend-
ing the 1st  night in Winnemucca NV., 2nd night would  be Little 
America, WY and the 3rd would be Colorado Springs. This is the 
same route that the Sequoia Chapter will be following but they will 
be leaving a day earlier than us. Jeff Grohs, will be leading a 3rd 
caravan that leaves on Saturday June 29th from the Bay Area. 
  

If you are interested in joining us, contact myself or Pat @ 530 743 
4176 
  

Lou Van Anne—Cell: 209 479 0867 
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Paid Advertising 
Rates are $20/yr for members $25/yr for 

non-members 

NOTE: 
————— 

Ads are free and run for two consecutive issues 
(space permitting) and, if you renew your ad, 
two additional issues.   
To start, stop, change, or renew an ad, please 
contact the Hawk Talk editor. 

This Space Is Available For Your 

Business 
———————————————————- 

Contact Johna Pierce to place your ad or business 

card  

 

Ladyhawk64@comcast.net 

For Sale 
 

I will offer what is left of my 64 
Cruiser for free to anyone who 
wants part or all of it, including a 
clear title.  Major parts that remain 
are hood, passenger door, both 
back doors, right rear fender, back 
glass, right front vent window assembly, body shell and frame.  It is rolling on 
54 suspension and rear end.  I would like to have it out of my yard by the end 
of May.  Can help with moving it. Call Pat Dilling @ 530 743-4176 or 
pdilling@comcast.net      (07-13) 

For Sale 
 

Clearing out some Stude engine 
blocks  two V-8's and one 50' 
170.  Some engine accessories.  50 
champion, new brake shoes and 
wheel cylinders.  engine blocks are 
free, make an offer on the the brakes 
parts.  Parts located in Petaluma, work 
in SF, will deliver to the city. Can bring 
this stuff to the next meeting, It's in my 
way, I want it in your way.  
 

Mike Shaw   707 217-7170   
mcshaw517@gmail.com        (08-13) 

FOR SALE 
STUDEBAKER-1947CHAMPION 

    $10,500         

 
 

*INTERIOR GREY 
*EXTERIOR STUDEBAKER GREEN 
*INLINE 6 CYLINDERS 
*THREE SPEED W/OVERDRIVE 
*HEATER 
*TURN SIGNALS-(AFTER MARKET) 
*FRAME ON RESTORATION IN 2000 
*MILEAGE 77,832 
*CAR HAS ALWAYS BEEN GARAGED 
*OWNER OF THIS CAR FOR 14 YEARS 
*REASON FOR SELLING: HEALTH 
THE VAN METERS OWN TWO STUDE-
BAKERS, 1947 CHAMPION, 1962 HAWK. AND A 1977 AVANTI,  ALL THREE ARE FOR SALE. 

 
*CAR/S LOCATED: FALLON, NV* 

**CONTACT: BETTY OR DAVE VAN METER** 
1-775-423-6807    (08-13) 

Good News from Goodmark 

Goodmark recently 

announced the pro-

duction of replace-

ment quarter panels 

for 1953-1961 Stude-

baker coupes. Pricing for the Goodmark 

quarter panels has yet to be announced. 

For more information, visit  

GoodmarkIndustries.com. 
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Karel Staple Chapter 

PO Box 1 

Dixon CA 95620-0001 

For a look at the pictures in color 

Visit us at: 
www.Hawktalks.com 

Pacific Southwest  
Zone Officers 
 
Member, Board of Directors  - 

Colin Fort 
P.O. Box 939 
Cardiff-by-the-Sea, CA 92007 

 colinfort@cox.net.  
Zone Coordinator  - 
 Jon Carter 

12270 N. 78th Place 
Scottsdale, AZ 85260 

  carter.jonathan@mayo.edu.  
Regional Manager - 
 Frank Wenzel 
 551 E. Industrial Place 
 Palm Springs CA 92264 
 carbuffs@yahoo.com 

For insurance purposes and 
also to comply with SDC Bylaws 
governing chapters, all members 
of a local chapter must also be a 

member of the National Club.  
Don’t forget to renew your     

National membership. 

Karel Staple Chapter Officers 
 
President  -  
      Frank Smith 
       Napa, CA 94559 
    (707)255-5108 
              studelark@aol.com 
 
Vice President  - 
 Johna Pierce 
 Sacramento CA  
 (916) 548-0340 
 Ladyhawk64@comcast.net 
 
Treasurer  -  
 Johanna Smith 
 Napa, CA 94559 
 (707)255-5108 
 karelstaplesdc@yahoo.com 
 
Senior Editor  -  
 Jon Stalnaker Sr. 
 Dixon CA 95620 
 (707) 693-0211 
 broncos@onramp113.org 

National Officers 
 
President  - Carl Thomason 

43306 Running Deer Dr 
Coarse Gold CA 93614 

            thomason2@earthlink.net 
 
  
Vice President  - Mimi Halgren 
 9350 El Tejado Rd 
 La Mesa CA 91941 
 mimihalgren@hotmail.com 
 
Secretary  -  
 Nita Ketchum 
 PO Box 37 
 Ida AR 72456 
 nlketchum@aol.com 
Treasurer  -  
 Jane Stinson 
 5800 Stanley Rd 
 Columbiaville MI 48421 
 jestinson@aol.com 

 

Secretary - Darlene McClure -  darlenejeff@sbcglobal.net 
 

Webmaster - Jason Michaels -  jason@jasonmichaels.com 


